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hot and dry, 8tc. These symptoms commenced gradually and increased in se¬ 
verity daily until they became alarming. On examination of the mouth, I found 
the gums tumefied and four molares making their way through, which was 
believed to be the exciting cause of the train of symptoms which I have 
described. 

In the treatment of the case my first object was to remove all sources of irri¬ 
tation} accordingly the gums were freely scarified, and the bowels well purged 
with calomel and calcined magnesia and injections of common salt and warm 
water. This practice was steadily adhered to for several days, but failing to 
produce the desired effect, and symptoms of prostration fast approaching, the 
pulse indicating a great degree of debility, and the fever assuming a more de¬ 
cided remittent type, indicating the influence of miasmata, I deemed it necessary 
to resort to tonics and stimulants; accordingly 1 gave the patient half a grain 
of sulphate of quinine, with three grains of prepared chalk every two hours, 
and the sixth of a grain of opium eveiy twelve hours, occasionally using an in¬ 
jection of melted fresh butter when the bowels were painful, a practice which 
had been remarkably successful in my hands in similar cases. In a few days I 
had the pleasure to witness the happy results; the patient seemed nearly con¬ 
valescent, but owing to the extreme hot weather and some little error in diet, 
the disease returned and very shortly assumed a chronic form. The same treat- 
ment was pursued with the addition of brandy and port wine, but with little or 
no effect. The disease gradually advanced, the patient became more and more 
emaciated, and all the symptoms more aggravated, until about the 10th of 
September, when her situation became exceedingly alarming. The bowels were 
exceedingly irritable, the skin hot and diy, the tongue thickly incrustcd with a 
whitish fur, the thirst insatiable, eyes thrown back, and apparently insensible, 
a profound stupor supervened and the mouth kept steadily open. On examin¬ 
ing the evacuations from the bowels 1 discovered small portions of what I be- 
hcved to be the internal coat of the intestines. In this state of things my hopes 
all vanished, and was about to give up my little daughter in the hands of its Crea¬ 
tor, but recollecting the utility of lunar caustic, (nitrate of silver,) in severe 
cases of aphtlix, I determined to give it a trial in this case; accordingly I dis¬ 
solved one grain in a tea-spoonful of the mucilage of gum arabic, and gave her 
one every four hours; after she had taken three portions I perceived the most 
happy effects about to take place, which inspired me with confidence in the re¬ 
medy and a consequent determination to persevere, gradually increasing the 
dose and giving it at shorter intervals. The symptoms now 'began to abate, 
sensibility began to be restored, and every circumstance of the case seemed to 
promise a speedy convalescence. On the third day from the commencement 
of the caustic I discontinued it, and from that time the patient rapidly recovered 
upon a plentiful diet of poultry and sweet potatoes, and now she is a healthy 
and thrifty child. 

Hertford , N. C. June 20th, 1832. 

Case of General Dropsy. By CnxnLEs C. Hildreth, M. D. of Marietta, Ohio. 
-—Betsy King, a strong, robust, hard labouring woman, about fifty years of age; 
began to complain of difficulty of breathing, and enlargement of her lower ex¬ 
tremities, a few days after falling into.a stream of water. 

. T,les e symptoms had been gradually getting worse for about six weeks pre¬ 
vious to my seeing her, occasionally yielding partially to evacuants, digitalis, 
&e. which had been prescribed for her by other physicians. When first called 
to see her, I found her sitting in an arm chair, which she had not been able 
to leave for some time previous, breathing laborious, slightly asthmatic, and 
crepitant; complains of great w’eight and oppression in the chest; dry and trou¬ 
blesome cough, and deficient expectoration. To these symptoms were added 
an almost total suppression of urine, and slight mental alienation. 

Her lower extremities were distended almost to bursting; slight vesications 



